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P iet de Bruyn, 89, of Escondido, California passed away January

21, 2026.

He was born in the Netherlands, and immigrated to the United States in 1982. He was a successful

nurseryman who loved the outdoors and gardening. He tended a nice avocado grove at his home,
and created a beautiful cactus garden.

Piet loved reading, especially history and World War II books. His favorite pastime was hunting

with his father, grandfather, and brothers. In retirement he and his wife enjoyed traveling to
many parts of the world, and camping all over the western United States.

He leaves behind his wife of 62 years, Johanna, sons Wim (Annette), John (Dawnyel), and daughter
Sandra (Dave). He also was blessed with 8 grandchildren, and 7 great grandchildren.
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Memorial Service

Church of the Resurrection

1445 Conway Dr, Escondido CA 92027

Reception

Meadowbrook Village Christian Retirement

Community

100 Holland Glen , Escondido CA 92026
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Thursday, February 12, 2026

11:00 AM PT

Thursday, February 12, 2026

12:30 PM PT
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Yvonne Vijverberg shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album.

A Lifelong FriendshipNol met Piet at a local pub. Piet thought it would be a good idea

for them to become friends - and that’s exactly what happened.Every Sunday

morning, they’d head to the pub, a place called d’Ouwe Droog. Afterward, Piet would

join Nol at his place for lunch to sober up a bit before heading home. Things at the

table weren't always easy back then: his fork would often land on the table instead of his plate, and his

food didn’t always quite make it into his mouth. This made Nol’s parents occasionally smile.Meanwhile,

Coby and Joke had been friends since they were teenagers. Piet and Joke got married, followed by

Nol and Coby a year later. Even after we both had children, we continued to get together regularly on

Sundays.We cherish beautiful memories of our years of friendship. First, while Piet and Joke still lived

in the Netherlands, and later, as a long-distance friendship. That, too, was incredibly meaningful. We

hold all those moments close to our hearts.We hope you find peace again, and may the many

wonderful memories remain in everyone’s hearts forever.Nol and Coby Vijverberg-Groenewegen

February 9 at 11:49 PM

MB Marianne De Bruijn posted:

Ome Piet en tante Joke waren een soort tweede ouders voor mij. Ik kwam ongeveer iedere dag over

de vloer aan de Haakweg als Sandra’s hartsvriendin. Ome Piet zat aan de eettafel in de keuken,

rechts als je binnenkwam, meestal rustig een cigaretje te roken. Of hij zat in z’n stoel bij de open

haard in de woonkamer met een kopje koffie “How the West was won” of een andere cowboyserie te

kijken, of een boek te lezen. Hij was gek op lezen. Eens per jaar gingen tante Joke en oom Piet naar

de Pasar Malam in Den Haag. Ik ben ook een aantal keer meegeweest met Sandra. Verder was ome

Piet altijd hard aan het werk in de tuin. Hij hield ook heel veel van z’n bloementuin. Die zag er altijd

prachtig uit, tante Joke deed daar een hoop werk aan. Hij kocht ook een tweede wereldoorlog jeep

en samen met mijn vader, oom Wim en oom Ton had hij daar een leuke hobby aan. Hij was ambitieus

en zocht het groter en verder weg in Californië. Daar heeft hij z’n dromen waar kunnen maken. Ik heb

hele goede herinneringen aan ome Piet en aan de tijden aan de Haakweg, samen met Sandra, dei

nog altijd m’n allerbeste vriendin is. Rust zacht, ome Piet. Liefs van Marianne

February 7 at 11:43 AM

MW Monique Weber posted:

For me Piet was uncle Piet and in my childhood I used to play a lot at Piet and Joke's home in the

Netherlands, on the 'Bonneweg'. I experienced many adventures playing on the water, with animals

and Piet was always there in a quiet, warm manner, with his characteristic sense of humor. He always

had a sense of adventure, and an urge for freedom, which I think caused him to move to the USA

together with his family, to start a plant nursery there, with great success. I wish the family all

strength in the coming to terms with this loss. Monique Weber

January 29 at 9:26 AM
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Yvonne Vijverberg shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album. February 9 at 11:49 PM

PAGE 6 OF 7



Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Piet by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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